2026 German-Texan Heritage Society

Annual Conference

September 12, 2026

St. Paul Lutheran Church Lighthouse

located at

201 Veterans Dr. Columbus, Texas 78934
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Our Speakers

Our speakers include:

Saturday

Rox Ann Albrecht Johnson: M. Ed. from Southwest Texas State University; curator/archivist at
the Fayette Heritage Museum and Archives, La Grange since October 2015. Member and
former chairman of the Fayette County Historical Commission.

Wyatt Walker: M.S. in Library Science from University of North Texas; curator/archivist at the
Fayette Heritage Museum and Archives, La Grange since September 2025. Member of the
Fayette County Historical Commission.

Richard Gruetzner: GTHS Vice-President & Partner Representative of GTHS to the International
German Genealogy Partnership, Retired Law Enforcement professional, President Texas Wendish
Heritage Society, Member of the Board of Directors of the Austin Genealogical Society.

Dr. Jim Kearney: Assistant Professor of Instruction - School of Undergraduate
Studies at UT Austin, Author/Editor of books on Germans in Texas.

Saturday
8:00 —9:00
9:00-9:15

9:15-10:15

10:15-11:15
11:15-11:25
11:25-12:30

12:30 —2:00

2:00 - 3:00

3:00 —4:00

4:00 — 4:30

Registration and snacks/pastries

Welcome and Introductions

Rox Ann Albrecht Johnson / Wyatt Walker: Gustav Heilig’s 1870s
Daybook—A Young German Texan Immerses Himself in a New Community

Richard Gruetzner: The Emigrant’s Life before Texas
Break
GTHS Membership Meeting

Lunch on-site

Dr. Jim Kearney: Early German Settlements in South-Central
Texas with a focus on Cat Spring & the Kleberg & von Roeder
families

Dr. Jim Kearney: German contribution to the Texas Revolution
with a special look at the Runaway Scrape and how it affected the
early German settlement

Closing of the on-site meeting
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Lighthouse
201 Veterans Dr. Columbus, Texas 78934

PLEASE REGISTER HERE

The GTHS wishes to thank the following supporters of the 2026 Annual Conference







